PREFACE                                Xi

Prince to give to German plastic Art its first inspiration and
home.'

I would like to express my most sincere and heartfelt thanks
to all those who so generously and kindly assisted me in my work.
I have honestly endeavoured, not only to do justice to the letter
and the spirit of the material at my disposal but also to the quota-
tion with which this foreword opens: 'Neither to laugh nor to
lament nor to hate, but to understand.'

It is my hope that this work, upon which I have been engaged
for three years, may be received in the spirit in which it is sub-
mitted, as a serious and independent contribution to the history
of King Ludwig I, whose chief characteristics, love for his nation,
for Art, and for womanly beauty, I have here endeavoured to
portray.
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